
  

 

NEWSLETTER 
April to October 2016 

 
This is a short summary of what has been going on 

between April and October 2016, for further 

information please contact us. 
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An update for members and supporters of Lough Erne Heritage 

In May 2016 

The Fermanagh Trust awarded a grant to an 

exciting new initiative on Lough Erne. The group 

‘Lough Erne Heritage’ will use their grant to build 

two ‘cots’, traditional boats unique to Fermanagh 

which have been around for 1000 years. 

Lough Erne Heritage was formed in early 2015 

amongst Fermanagh people with a direct 

connection to the boat building families from on 

and around Lough Erne. Amongst its aims it 

intends to promote the history and heritage of the 

people who built and used the boats, preserve the 

skills and boatbuilding methods and tell the story 

of the people who lived on and around Lough Erne 

who used the traditional boats. 

 

Although a relatively new group, they have formed a wide membership base, formed links with 

likeminded groups, held an exhibition at Enniskillen Library and even made an appearance on Irish 

TV. Later in the year they plan to hold an art and photographic exhibition on the traditional boats of 

Lough Erne. 

 

Lough Erne Heritage plan to use their boats to recreate the famous Cot racing which took place 

throughout Fermanagh in the 1800s. Many local stories and plays mention these rowing regattas 

which took place at Crom, Knockninny and other parts of the county.  Lough Erne Heritage hope to 

organise racing at various venues with a final Lough Erne regatta being held where the overall 

champion crew would be decided. This venue would be rotated around the Lough. People from all 

backgrounds and of all ages would be involved bringing everyone from Fermanagh and beyond 

together in a very healthy and historic activity. 

 

Lauri McCusker, Director of the Fermanagh Trust said “This is a really exciting and ambitious 

initiative for Lough Erne which we are delighted to support. Lough Erne Heritage have to be 

commended for the commitment and enthusiasm they bring in keeping this important part of our 

history and heritage alive as well as getting a significant amount of community involvement. We 

wish Fred and the team every success and look forward to seeing the boats and the racing taking 

place.” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/lougherneheritage


Lough Erne Heritage October 2016      

 

In May 2016 

Lough Erne Heritage are involved with the Historic Environment Division of the Department of 

Environment Defence Heritage Project. The link below will take you to a clip from BBC-Home Ground 

episode 2, that went out on 2nd May 2016 showing some of the work going on. 

http://bbc.in/1W3ZUXd 

The full episode can be seen on the BBC site or BBC  I Player 

The Defence Heritage project has resulted in a number of sites being identified and the resulting 

research has uncovered new information which will be passed on and recorded. 

 

Between May and August 2016 

Thanks to funding from Fermanagh Trust, building commenced on the first of two Lough Erne Cots 

built for racing. Lough Erne Heritages Cot building technical committee – consisting of a number of 

local builders and users of Lough Erne Cots have agreed the plans and building instructions. Lough 

Erne Heritage members are supported by men from Cavan Men’s Shed who intent to start work on 

their own Racing Cot soon. 
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The Cot is finished 

 

Some of the team, from left to right – Tommy McMahon, Rowing Club Belturbet – Seamus Connelly, 

Cavan Men’s Shed – Jonny Brown, Cavan Men’s Shed – Kevin Brady, Cavan Men’s Shed – George 

Morrissey, Belturbet Community Association, Historian, Author and member of Lough Erne Heritage 

– Bert Robinson, member of Lough Erne Heritage – Michael Lee, Cavan Men’s Shed – Fred Ternan, 

Lough Erne Heritage. 
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About to launch the Cot for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

It Floats, and is well able to carry a load. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this period Lough Erne Heritage delivered a number of presentations to community groups.  

Informing them about the work and research carried out by our members and telling the story about 

the rich Heritage and social history of the people that lived and worked in and around the Lough.  In 

a lot of cases this is a two-way flow of information, we learn something new and are able to add 

another piece to the story.   

We have a number of presentations planned throughout the coming year including talking to school 

children in Newtownbutler and in Cavan Town during Science Week.  It’s important that the 

information given is correct, we are working with other partners to develop an educational program. 

We have made a number of very interesting finds this year.  These require a little more research but 

will develop into a very interesting story which we will tell you about later. 
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Lough Erne Heritage summer exhibition at Enniskillen Library 

Friday 29 July and Saturday 30 July Art and Photography 'Visions of Erne' 

Traditional Wooden Boat Display Saturday 30 July at Enniskillen Library. 

 

Local Artist Richard Pierce opened the Art and Photography Exhibition at 12 noon at Enniskillen 

Library on Friday 29 July.   The Exhibition was put together by Sheila Ternan and husband Les. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/lougherneheritage
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A huge thanks to all those involved with the Art and photographic Exhibition in Enniskillen Library on 
Friday and Saturday. It was a very successful event with visitors from all over Ireland. The Exhibition 
of Traditional Lough Erne Wooden boats on Saturday was very well attended with approximately 
420 people visiting the Library over the six-hour period. 

 

30th July 2016 

 

Fermanagh Rose Mairéad McHugh takes time out 
to visit Lough Erne Heritage Lough Erne wooden 
boat exhibition at Enniskillen Library. 
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Bert Robinson and George Morrissey Lough Erne Heritage, Jim Ledwith Fermanagh Trust, Richard 
Pierce Artist and Archie Hamilton Enniskillen Yacht Club Charitable Trust. 

 

 

 

George Watson Lough Erne Heritage 

http://www.facebook.com/lougherneheritage


Lough Erne Heritage October 2016      

 

 

Joan Carson with the last Irvine boat built on the island of Enniskillen 
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The construction of the 
second Lough Erne 
Heritage got under way 
after the exhibition in 
Enniskillen Library, 
thanks to the men from 
Cavan Men's Shed 
without whose help 
and enthusiasm this 
project could not have 
been achieved. We will 
now have the second 
cot finished in time for 
the cot race at the 
National Trust Crom on 
the 20th August. 
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20th August 2016 

 

Lough Erne Heritage Regatta for Lough Erne Cots and Rowboats, at the National Trust property Crom 

Estate Newtownbutler on Saturday 20 August 2016. 
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The regatta at Crom, organised by 
Lough Erne Heritage in conjunction 
with Cavan Men’s Shed and 
Newtownbutler Historical Society 
went really well, a real festival of 
Lough Erne Cots. Very well 
attended with many people from 
quite far away. 
Our thanks go to all those who 
helped to make the event so 
successful and to our visitors and 
competitors for making such a 
memorable occasion. 
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September 2016 

Fermanagh & Omagh District Council invited Lough Erne Heritage to take part in this year’s Festival 

Lough Erne at Enniskillen Castle on 24 & 25 September 2016. On Saturday and Sunday between 

11.00am and 6.00pm we had a display including a cot and a clinker rowing boat in the Magazine 

building, inside Enniskillen Castle. Outside people had the opportunity to row/pull a cot.  
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             Dermot Sheridan and Gabriel Fitzpatrick 
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September 2016 

 

Friday 30 September was a special day in Newtownbutler when an all-day exhibition on the heritage 

of Lough Erne and the tradition of Cot building took place in the community centre beginning at 

11am. Jointly organised by Lough Erne Heritage, Newtownbutler Together and Newtownbutler 

Historical Society. One of the Cots built by Cavan Men's Shed was on display all day. Local Schools 

visited during the day, with a talk at 8pm by various speakers about the heritage of Lough Erne. 

 

October 2016 

 

On Saturday 1st October, at Crom, both lough Erne Cots and a newly finished clinker row boat 

offered people the opportunity to get out on the lough free and if the wished row a traditional lough 

Erne Cot. We had 53 members of the public out on the water on Saturday. Our thanks to everyone 

who supported both events. 
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That’s all for the moment it’s been a very busy year so far. Please pass on this information to others 

and encourage them to get involved in telling the story. 

Thank you all 

Ken Wilson Secretary 
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Lough Erne Heritage was formed in 2015, and is managed by Trustees all of whom have a 

direct connection with the Erne.  The Trustees are volunteers and unpaid, membership is 

open to anyone with an interest in the heritage and culture of the Erne.   

A key role of Lough Erne Heritage is to ensure that the Erne's unique and fascinating 

heritage, artefacts, history, traditions and records of the people connected with its 

waterway are conserved, documented, made accessible and most importantly, 

communicated to as wide an audience as possible.  

Lough Erne Heritage is all about people telling their own family story, an account of life, 

events and activities connected by boats to the Erne.  It covers Counties Longford, Cavan, 

Fermanagh and Donegal, the path way of the Erne.  

Lough Erne Heritage will encourage research about Lough Erne, its traditional boats and the 

people who built and used them. We hope to preserve the skills involved in the building of 

traditional wooden boats and promote the use of those boats on Lough Erne.  

The Erne was once a major transport hub, used since ancient times by people living on the 

islands, on the shore, farmers, pilgrims, travellers and armies.  

As a group we seek to share heritage and cultural knowledge, to generate and provide 

research and educational resources for individuals, groups and educators this will support a 

better awareness and understanding of the history and heritage of the Erne waterway 

through collaborative working and combining our efforts the story will be told. 

Learning about our shared heritage and culture will promote a better understanding of our 

history. 

Lough Erne Heritage is in the process of registering with the Charity Commission NI.  

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like more information, please get in touch by  
telephone: 028 6862 1666 or email: info@lougherneheritage.com 

 or 
 

Lough Erne Heritage 
24 Valley Road, Rossclare  
Irvinestown, County Fermanagh. 
BT94 1SF 
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